PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110 Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com
Whatsapp No. 62848-20189 Cisco Webex: 158 708 3455

Sh. Bitu, S/o Sh. Om Kumar,
Village Bholapur Jhabewal,
PO Ramgarh,

Distt Ludhiana-141123

M : 9872455496

Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,
Ludhiana.
Respondents
Complaint Case No. 530/2021
(Video Conference Proceedings)
Present:- None on behalf of the parties.
ORDER

The RTI application is dated 3.4.2021 vide which the complainant has sought
information as enumerated in his RTI application. Complaint was filed in the Commission on
11.5.2021 under Section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI
Act). Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for today.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The complainant has sent the written submission that he has received the

information. It has also mentioned in the said submission that no more information is
required in this case.

4, According to the submission made by the complainant, the Commission observes
that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and
closed.

Sd/
Dated: 27.7.2021 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Bitu, S/o Sh. Om Kumar,
Village Bholapur Jhabewal,
PO Ramgarh,

Distt Ludhiana-141123

M : 9872455496

Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,

O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Ludhiana.
Respondents
Complaint Case No. 521/2021
(Video Conference Proceedings)
Present:- None on behalf of the parties.
ORDER

The RTI application is dated 19.3.2021 vide which the complainant has sought
information as enumerated in his RTI application. Complaint was filed in the Commission on
27.4.2021 under Section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI
Act). Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for today.

2. ‘The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The complainant has sent the written submission that he has received the
information. It has also mentioned in the said submission that no more information is
required in this case.

4, According to the submission made by the complainant, the Commission observes
that no further action is required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and
closed.

Sd/
Dated: 27.7.2021 (Suresh Arora)

Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.
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Sh. Baldev Singh 9872124103
Village Sathiali, PO Nainakot,
Gurdaspur ....Appellant
Vs

Sh. Sukhjinder Singh 9653233333

Public Information Officer Registered
o/o Block Development and Panchayats Officer,

Block Khanuwan, Gurdaspur

First Appellate Authority
o/o Block Development and Panchayats Officer
Block Khanuwan, Gurdaspur

Sh. Raj Kumar 9465665252 Registered
Executive Engineer,
Panchayati Raj,
Gurdaspur. ....Respondents
Appeal Case No. 2850 of 2020
(Video Conference/Telephone Proceedings)

Present:- Sh. Baldev Singh, appellant, on telephone.

Sh. Raj Kumar, Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj, Gurdaspur on telephone.

9653233333 8080000064, on behalf of the respondents.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 6.7.2021.

2. The brief of the case is that the appellant has sought the information pertaining to
Village Sathiali i.e. Income, Expenditure & Bank statements from 1.1.2017 to 19.8.2020. The
appellant filed the request with the Public Information Officer o/o the Block Development
and Panchayats Officer Kahnuwan on 20.8.2019 and thereafter filed the first appeal with the
First Appellate Authority on 18.10.2019. But due to non reply/supply of information the
appellant filed the 2" appeal in this case on 29.9.2020 and the case was fixed for hearing on
11.12.2020 but due to administrative reasons the case could not be heard and further fixed
for hearing on 2.2.2021.
3. During the hearing dated 2.2.2021 Sh. Rajesh, Panchayat Secretary was present and
submitted that the record concerning the RTI application is in the custody of the S.D.O.
P.WD Gurdaspur and showed his inability to supply the information. But the appellant
contended that an enquiry was conducted by the S.D.O. PWD, Gurdaspur due to

embezzlement in the panchayat funds and after concluding the enquiry, the enquiry officer

Contd..p/2



PUNJAB STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION
Red Cross Building, Near Rose Garden,
Sector 16, Chandigarh.
Ph: 0172-2864101, Fax 0172-2864110 Helpline 0172-2864100
Email: pcic20@punjabmail.gov.in Visit us:www.infocommpunjab.com
Whatsapp No. 62848-20189 Cisco Webex: 158 708 3455

Appeal Case No. 2850 of 2020

-2-

submitted the report to the Deputy Commissioner. In addition he stated that the enquiry
was again sent by the Deputy Commissioner to the Director, Rural Development &
Panchayat, Pb.. Furthermore, the appellant contended that the Director, Rural Development
& Panchayat, Pb., has also taken the decision on the same and conveyed to the Block
Development and Panchayats Officer for initiating further proceedings against the Sarpanch
concerned and requested that the Block Development and Panchayats Officer is neither
providing the sought information nor any action has been taken against the Sarpanch
concerned. Accordingly, the Block Development and Panchayats Officer was directed to file
the reply/supply the information before the next date of hearing and the case was
adjourned for 15.3.2021.

4, During the hearing on 15.3.2021, the appellant sent the copies of the enquiry report
sent by the Deputy Commissioner to the Director, Rural Development & Panchayat, Pb., and
a decision taken by the Director, Rural Development & Panchayat, Pb., dated 24.1.2020,
which were taken on record. The appellant pleaded that the Block Development and
Panchayats Officer is knowingly not supplying the information so that the recovery from the
sarpanch and Panchayat Secretary may be delayed. However, the Panchayat Secretary Sh.
Rajesh submitted that no record has been handed over by the previous Panchayat Secretary
to him. Therefore, he is unable to supply the information. Thereafter, a show cause notice
was issued to Sh. Sukhjinder Singh, Public Information Officer-cum-Block Development and
Panchayats Officer, Khanuwan, Gurdaspur to impose penalty and award of compensation in
this case as per the provisions of the RTl Act, 2005. He was also directed to file the
reply/supply the information and the case was further adjourned for 19.4.2021. But the case
could not be heard on the said date due to administrative reasons and the case was further
adjourned for 20.5.2021.

5. During the hearing on 20.5.2021, Sh. Sukhjinder Singh, Public Information Officer-
cum-Block Development and Panchayats Officer pleaded that the sought information
cannot be provided as the record is not available in the office due to enquiry being
conducted by the Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj, Gurdaspur. Accordingly, the Public

Contd..p/3
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information Officer-cum-Block Development and Panchayats Officer was directed to place
on record the name of the enquiry officer, designation and contact number before the next
date of hearing. Also one opportunity was granted to him to file his reply regarding show
cause notice issued to him on 15.3.2021 and the case was further adjourned for 6.7.2021.

6. During the hearing on 6.7.2021, the appellant sent the written submissions in which
it has mentioned that he has sought the information from the respondent-Public
Information Officer-cum-Block Development and Panchayats Officer but he has not
deposited the record related to sought information i.e. from 1.1.2017 to 19.8.2020 to the
Enquiry Officer (Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj, Gurdaspur). He has also stated that the
Enquiry Officer-cum-Executive Engineer is holding the enquiry relating to the record prior to
1.1.2017. Furthermore, he states that the Block Development and Panchayats Officer may
be directed to place on record the receipt regarding the record handed over to the Enquiry
Officer i.e. Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj, Gurdaspur.

However, the Block Development and Panchayats Officer-Sh. Sukhjinder Singh,
stated that the original record related to the sought information is lying with the Enquiry
Officer-cum-Executive Engineer. He has also sent the letter in this regarding bearing No.
2369 dated 4.6.2021, which was taken on record. He has also assured that he will send the
receipts vide which the record has been handed over to the Executive Engineer before the
next date of hearing. In addition, he has also stated that due to non availability of the
original record, no information can be supplied to the appellant.

Accordingly, the Public Information Officer-cum-Block Development and Panchayats
Officer was directed to place on record a copy of the receipts of record taken by the
Enquiry Officer-cum-Executive Engineer, Panchayat Raj, Gurdaspur before the next date of
hearing. Another opportunity was also granted to him to file the reply regarding show cause
notice issued to him.

7. That Sh. Raj Kumar, Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj, Gurdaspur was impleaded as
necessary party in this case to file the reply regarding details of record handed over by the

Contd..p/4
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Block Development and Panchayats Officer to enquire into the matter and the case was

adjourned for 27.7.2021.

8. During the hearing today i.e. 27.7.2021, the appellant states that no information has
been provided by the respondents so far. However, Sh. Raj Kumar, Executive Engineer,
Panchayati Raj has sent the written submission regarding the record handed over by the

Block Development and Panchayats Officer vide No. 2215 dated 27.7.2021 and the relevant

portion of the same is reproduced below:-
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He has also placed on record a list of record handed over by the office of the Block
Development and Panchayats Officer, Kahnuwan and the same is reproduced below:-
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0. The Public Information Officer-cum-Block Development and Panchayats Officer Sh.

Sukhjinder Singh is absent without intimation. Also no reply has been received from him
regarding show cause notice issued to him in this case on 15.3.2021.

10. From the perusal of the submission made by the Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj
PWD Division, Gurdaspur, mentioned herein, it has transpired that the record has been sent
by the Block Development and Panchayats Officer after the letters bearing No. 971 dated
12.4.2021, Number 991 dated 15.4.2021, No. 1041 dated 20.4.2021 written to him for
enquiry. It has also transpired from the list of the record handed over to the Executive
Engineer, Panchayati Raj that the complete record regarding the sought information has not
been sent to the Executive Engineer, Panchayati Raj. Whereas the Block Development and
Panchayats Officer is sending the contradictory reply vide letter bearing No. 2369 dated
4.6.2021 that the record regarding the sought information is lying with the Enquiry Officer
i.e. Executive Engineer Panchayati Raj. Keeping in view the fact mentioned herein it is
evident that the sought information is being delayed by the Block Development and
Panchayats Officer Sh. Sukhjinder Singh deliberately and intentionally and has been
misleading the Commission in this regard.

11. [ am, therefore, of the view that ends of justice would be met by awarding a sum of Rs.
10000/- (Rupees Ten thousands only) by way of compensation to the appellant under Section
19(8)(a) of the RTI Act, 2005. This amount shall be payable from the State Exchequer by the
office of the Block Development and Panchayats Officer before the next date of hearing.

12. Accordingly, in the interest of natural justice last opportunity is granted to Sh.
Sukhjinder Singh, Public Information Officer-cum-Block Development and Panchayats
Officer to file his reply/supply the complete information in this case failing which the ex-
parte decision to impose penalty under Section 20 of the RTI Act, 2005 will be taken on the
next date of hearing. He is also directed to remain present in person on the next date of
hearing along with the original record at Chandigarh.

13. To come up on 26.8.2021 at 12.30 PM at Chandigarh.

Sd/
Dated: 27.7.2021 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
cC Punjab.
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Financial Commissioner (by name) Registered To look into the matter personally and
Government of Punjab, ensure compliance of this order.
Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt.,
Vikas Bhawan, Sec-62, Mohali
The Director (By name) Registered -do-

Rural Development & Panchayat Deptt.,
Vikas Bhawan, Sector 62, Mohali
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Smt. Varinder Kaur 9501456703
# 490 Urban Estae, Phase 1,

Jalandhar
...Appellant
Vs
Public Information Officer
o/o Sub Registrar,
Attari,
District Amritsar
First Appellate Authority
o/o Deputy Commissioner
District Amritsar
...Respondents
Appeal Case No. 3731 of 2020
(Video Conference/Cisco Webex/Telephone Proceedings)
Present:- Smt. Varinder Kaur, appellant, on telephone.
Sh. Jagsir Singh, Sub Registrar on behalf of the
respondents.
ORDER

This order may be read with reference to the previous order dated 29.6.2021.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The representative of the respondents states that a copy of the said registry has
already been sent to the appellant through whatsapp with a copy to the Commission, which
is taken on record. He also states that a copy of the same will also be sent to the appellant
by post with which the appellant agreed to.

4. Accordingly, the respondent-Public Information Officer is directed to send the copy
of the same by post to the appellant within two weeks from the issue of this order as has
been assured by the respondent-Public Information Officer. Also the liberty is granted to the
appellant to approach the Commisison within four weeks in case she does not receive the
hard copy of the same. With these directions, the case is disposed of and closed.

Sd/
Dated: 27.7.2021 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner, Punjab.
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Sh. Bitu, S/o Sh. Om Kumar,
Village Bholapur Jhabewal,
PO Ramgarh,
Distt Ludhiana-141123
M : 9872455496

Complainant
Vs
Public Information Officer,
O/o Deputy Commissioner,

Ludhiana.
Respondents
Complaint Case No. 557/2021
(Video Conference Proceedings)
Present:- None on behalf of the complainant.
Ms Monika on behalf of the respondents.
ORDER

The RTI application is dated 31.3.2021 vide which the complainant has sought
information as enumerated in his RTI application. Complaint was filed in the Commission on
3.5.2021 under Section 18 of the Right to Information Act, 2005 (hereinafter called RTI Act).
Notice of hearing was issued to the parties for today.

2. The appellant has sought the following information:-
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3. The representative of the resbéndents states that :che information pertaining to
Point No. 1 to 3 of the RTI application has already been supplied/replied specifically to the
complainant. Regarding Point No. 4 of the RTI application the information relates to the Sub
Registrar, Ludhiana East, Ludhiana West, Ludhiana Central and Joint Sub Registrar Sahnewal

and the complainant has been suitably informed. Contd..p/2
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4, It is appropriate to consider the instructions issued by the Ministry of Personnel,
Public Grievances & Pensions, Department of Personnel & Training No. 10/2/2008-IR dated
12.6.2008 to transfer the RTI application of the appellant under Section 6(3) of the RTI Act,
2005 to ‘public authority’ and not to the ‘public authorities’.

5. Keeping in view the above, the Commission observes that no further action is

required to be taken in this case. Hence, the case is disposed of and closed.

sd
Dated: 27.7.2021 (Suresh Arora)
Chief Information Commissioner,
Punjab.



